ISSN: 2538-3124

Home Page: Jwdp.ut.ac.ir

Woman in Development and Politics

Designing a Theoretical Framework for Entrepreneurial Success and Personal
Fulfillment among Women Entrepreneurs in Iran: A Narrative Study

Nazanin Behzadi'®

| Jahangir Yadollahi Farsi®®' | Abolghasem Arabiun®

1. Corresponding Author, PhD Candidate, Faculty of Entrepreneurship, Kish International Campus, University of Tehran, Kish
Island, Iran. E-mail: n_behzadi@ut.ac.ir

2. Full Professor, Faculty of Entrepreneurship, Kish International Campus, University of Tehran, Kish Island, Iran. E-mail:

jfarsi@ut.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor, Faculty of Entrepreneurship, Kish International Campus, University of Tehran, Kish Island, Iran. E-

mail: arabiun@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 5 May 2025
Received in revised form: 8
August 2025

Accepted: 8 September 2025
Published online: 23 October
2025

Keywords:

Environmental Factors,
Entrepreneurial Success,
Individual Skills, Narrative
Inquiry, Personal Fulfillment,

Women Entrepreneurs.

Despite its substantial contribution to the advancement of economic and social objectives,
women’s entrepreneurship in developing societies encounters a multitude of obstacles and
obstacles. The objective of the current investigation was to develop a conceptual framework
that would elucidate the elements of personal fulfillment and entrepreneurial success among
female entrepreneurs in Iran. This research is applied-developmental in nature and uses a
qualitative method based on narrative inquiry. The study population consisted of eight
Iranian women entrepreneurs who were selected through purposive sampling. Thematic
analysis was employed to analyze the data that was collected through semi-structured
interviews. The study's results establish a framework for the personal fulfillment and
entrepreneurial success of women entrepreneurs. This framework is comprised of three
primary dimensions: (1) entrepreneurial success and personal fulfillment, which
encompasses individual skills (cognitive, communicative, personal, and managerial),
business success (innovation and management), and personal growth; (2) factors that
influence success, including the business environment (such as access to resources,
entrepreneurial culture, and institutional support) and personal factors (such as risk-taking,
passion, and a strong team); and (3) outcomes of success at three levels: individual (such as
increased self-confidence and an enhanced quality of life), business (such as growth and
development), and society (such as job creation and economic development). Furthermore,
intervening conditions, including technological advancements, crises, and socio-cultural
influences, were identified. The proposed framework can serve as a practical model for
policymakers, support institutions, and women entrepreneurs in planning, skill development,
and creation of supportive environments. This study underscores the significance of
multidimensional factors in personal fulfillment and entrepreneurial success, and it
establishes a foundation for future research.
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