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What is the perspective of university students on the extent and nature of women's social and
political rights? Also, to what extent does this stance align with the fundamental principles of
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran? Shiraz University students have been
utilized as a case study in this investigation. The data were collected using a questionnaire
that was created by the researcher and library resources, and the research method is survey-
analytical. A multi-stage stratified random sampling method was employed to select 380
individuals from Shiraz University, which comprise the statistical population. The results of
the investigation indicated that: 1. From a social perspective, the emphasis on equal pay and
financial independence, in addition to equal access to the public sphere, suggests that
women's socio-economic rights are being emphasized. Additionally, the emphasis on the
division of household labor and joint responsibility in raising children suggests that equality
is necessary in the private sphere. It is necessary to incorporate new principles into the
constitution or reinterpret it in order to fulfill these demands. 2. The students' attitude from a
political perspective affirms the right to equal participation in power, the right to civil
protest, and the political empowerment of women, which necessitates a reinterpretation or
modification of principles (including Article 113). Consequently, to empower women, a
proposal is made to review the interpretation and implementation of the principles of the
Constitution with the aim of enhancing social and political rights. Additionally, public
education regarding women's citizenship rights and the establishment of women's social and
political organizations are proposed.
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Introduction

Citizenship rights are a fundamental concept in contemporary political and social philosophy, as they
establish the legal, normative, and moral relationship between individuals and the state. These rights
are indispensable for guaranteeing human dignity, justice, equality, and democratic participation, and
they encompass civil, social, and political dimensions. In societies where constitutional frameworks
formally recognize equality, and social practices and institutional arrangements continue to generate
gender-based inequalities, women's social and political rights represent a particularly contested and
dynamic field among these dimensions. The issue of women's citizenship rights has experienced a
resurgence in contemporary Iran as a result of demographic change, the expansion of access to
higher education, the rise in political awareness among the youth, and the increasing visibility of
gender-related social demands.

The Islamic Republic of Iran's Constitution is characterized by a number of principles that
prioritize the preservation of human dignity, social participation, equality before the law, and justice.
These principles establish a normative framework that has the potential to bolster the social and
political liberties of women. The extent to which constitutional provisions are in accordance with the
expectations, attitudes, and lived experiences of younger generations, however, remains an open
empirical question. As one of the most educated and socially conscious groups in society, university
students are instrumental in the development of future political culture and civic engagement. Their
perspectives on women's rights are indicative of potential conflicts between constitutional principles
and social realities, in addition to reflecting broader social transformations.

The objective of this investigation is to evaluate the degree to which the principles of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran are in alignment with the attitudes of students at Shiraz
University toward women's social and political rights. The research is based on an interdisciplinary
theoretical framework that incorporates citizenship theory, feminist political thought, and
constitutional studies, and it employs a survey-analytical approach. The study endeavors to offer an
empirically grounded comprehension of the manner in which academic youth perceive and assess
constitutional norms by concentrating on a substantial public university with a diverse student body.
Methodology
Students who were matriculated at Shiraz University during the review period comprise the
statistical population of the study. Cochran's formula and a multi-stage stratified random sampling
method were employed to select a sample of 380 students that was representative of the academic
levels, fields of study, gender, and faculties. This sampling strategy improves the analytical
robustness of the findings and enables meaningful comparisons across social and educational
subgroups.

A questionnaire that was developed by the researcher was used to collect data. The questionnaire
was based on pertinent theoretical literature, prior empirical studies, and an examination of
constitutional principles related to women's rights. The questionnaire was divided into two primary
sections. Demographic variables, including age, gender, marital status, academic level, field of
study, employment status, and prior social or political activity, comprised the initial section.
Students' perspectives regarding women's political and social rights were assessed in the subsequent
section. Social rights encompassed the recognition of women as autonomous individuals, social
security, health and safety, financial independence, recognition of the right to education, and equal
access to employment opportunities. Participation in elections, access to managerial and high-level
political positions, the right to peaceful civil protest, and the establishment of women's political
parties and civil associations were all political rights. Responses were evaluated on a five-point
Likert scale that ranged from strong agreement to strong disagreement.

The questionnaire's content validity was verified through expert review by scholars in the fields
of sociology, political science, and law. Cronbach's alpha reliability analysis yielded a coefficient of
0.911, which suggests a high degree of internal consistency. SPSS software was employed to
conduct data analysis, which encompassed both descriptive and inferential statistical methods.
Descriptive statistics were employed to summarize demographic characteristics and overall
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attitudinal trends, while inferential analyses included the Kolmogorov—Smirnov test, Spearman's
rank correlation coefficient, independent-samples t-tests, analysis of variance, and regression
analysis.

Findings

The results suggest that students at Shiraz University have a highly favorable perspective on the
social liberties of women. In terms of the right to education, equal access to educational and
employment opportunities, social security, health and safety, financial independence, and the
recognition of women as independent individuals, the highest levels of agreement were observed.
These findings indicate that students have reached a broad agreement on the significance of gender
justice and social equality. Numerous of these demands are consistent with constitutional principles
concerning human dignity, welfare, employment, and education. Nevertheless, students perceived
substantial deficiencies in practical implementation, underscoring a persistent discrepancy between
constitutional recognition and lived experience, despite this formal correspondence.

1. Findings on Women’s Political Rights

Students also demonstrated strong support for women's political rights in the political realm,
including the right to access managerial and high-level political positions, the right to nonviolent
civil protest in cases of discrimination, and the establishment of women-centered political and civil
organizations. These results indicate that political participation is a fundamental aspect of
substantive citizenship. However, the perceived alignment between political demands and
constitutional principles was less robust than in the social sphere. Students perceived the
Constitution's general framework for political participation and freedom of association as
insufficiently explicit or constrained by restrictive interpretations that restrict women's effective
political participation.

2. Alignment with Constitutional Principles

In both social and political dimensions, correlation analysis demonstrated statistically significant but
relatively weak relationships between students' attitudes toward women's rights and constitutional
principles. These results indicate that, despite the Constitution's conceptual capacity to uphold
women's citizenship rights, a significant portion of students' expectations exceed explicit
constitutional provisions or encounter challenges in interpretation and enforcement. In particular, the
demands for equal access to political power and institutionalized mechanisms for women's collective
political action seem to challenge the current legal and institutional arrangements.

Conclusion

In general, the research indicates that the students of Shiraz University are a generation that holds
views on women's social and political participation that are rooted in rights and equality. Their
perspectives are indicative of broader generational alterations that have been influenced by recent
social developments within Iranian society, exposure to global human rights discourses, and higher
education.. Simultaneously, the results emphasize the constraints of exclusively relying on
constitutional texts to achieve substantive gender equality. Clearer legal interpretations, effective
policy implementation, institutional accountability, and cultural change are necessary to bridge the
divide between constitutional ideals and social realities. The practical manifestation of constitutional
principles in Iran can be significantly improved by bolstering civic education and participatory
spaces within universities, which can contribute to the advancement of women's citizenship rights.
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