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This article examines the paradox of digital space, which purports to be a platform for
women’s self-expression but, in reality, perpetuates and complicates long-standing
mechanisms of gender domination. The necessity of this research is twofold: firstly, to
provide an analysis that transcends conventional sociological or psychological approaches by
utilizing the depth of critical philosophy; and secondly, to urgently address the psychosocial
consequences of inhabiting digital environments that are increasingly engineered by
commercial and androcentric algorithms. The investigation’s objective is to investigate the
evolution of Simone de Beauvoir’s fundamental concepts of “Absolute Other,”
and “immanence” in response to the digital lifeworld. Using an analytical-interpretive
approach and examining examples such as the digital standardization of the female body, the
attention economy on image-centric platforms, and organized cyber violence, this article

the gaze,”

argues for its central thesis that “Data-driven patriarchy” institutionalizes a new form of
“othering” through the mechanism of “algorithmic objectification.” The key discovery
demonstrates that the fundamental logic of digital platforms not only reinforces traditional
gender stereotypes but also deepens them at a structural and invisible level by reducing the
female subject to a mere “data object,” which is predictable and manageable. Consequently,
the article contends that a liberatory response to this challenge necessitates the completion of
Beauvoir’s project by fostering “algorithmic awareness” as a fundamental and inseparable
aspect of feminist agency in the modern era and the development of a practical “digital
existentialist ethics.”
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Introduction

This article examines the ways in which contemporary algorithmic environments reshape mechanisms of
gendered power and subject formation by reinterpreting Simone de Beauvoir's existentialist feminism
through the conceptual lens of digital biopolitics. Although digital platforms are frequently lauded as
emancipatory spaces that facilitate the self-expression, political engagement, and transnational feminist
solidarity of women, this study contends that these same environments also perpetuate—and in numerous
instances, exacerbate—historical structures of gender domination. Therefore, the paradox of digital
modernity is the primary focus of the research: technologies that appear to democratize visibility and
agency may also institutionalize new, nuanced, and structurally embedded forms of othering.

The research is predicated on the assumption that the majority of the current scholarship on gender and
digital media is limited to sociological or psychological explanations, frequently disregarding the
ontological and ethical dimensions of digital subjectivity that can be illuminated by deeper philosophical
foundations. The article aims to offer a critical philosophical perspective on the operation of power in
algorithmically mediated environments by revisiting Beauvoir's existentialist framework, focusing on her
concepts of the "Absolute Other," the gaze, immanence, transcendence, and bad faith. The research
conceptualizes digital inequality as a transformation of longstanding patriarchal structures into what is
referred to as data-driven patriarchy, rather than treating it solely as a technological malfunction or
cultural bias.

Methodology

The article employs a qualitative, analytical—interpretive approach that is rooted in critical theory and
conceptual reconstruction. The investigation progresses through three interconnected phases. Initially,
Beauvoir's theoretical framework is reconstructed by means of a hermeneutic reading of *The Second
Sex*, which extracts analytical concepts that are capable of interpreting contemporary social realities.
Secondly, these concepts are juxtaposed with empirical findings from interdisciplinary literature on
feminist media studies, algorithmic governance, attention economies, and digital biopolitics. Digital body
standardization, algorithmic amplification of beauty norms on image-centered platforms, and organized
cyber violence targeting women are all case examples. Third, a critical philosophical analysis assesses the
explanatory capacity of Beauvoir's framework in modern digital contexts and creates new conceptual
extensions that are necessary to address emerging forms of domination.

Findings

The article's central thesis is that algorithmic systems convert the conventional interpersonal dynamics of
othering into an impersonal yet ubiquitous process of algorithmic objectification. In Beauvoir's analysis,
the objectifying gaze of males within patriarchal social relations renders women the "Other." However, in
digital environments, this gaze is becoming more automated and institutionalized as a result of algorithms
that incessantly monitor, categorize, rank, and predict the behaviors of users. These algorithmic processes
alter the formation of identity by prioritizing visibility patterns that are consistent with commercially
profitable and gendered norms. Subsequently, women are not only reduced to data objects that are
optimized for engagement metrics, predictability, and platform profitability, but they are also positioned as
others in relation to male subjects.

The article contends that algorithmic objectification is distinguished from classical objectification in
three significant ways. Initially, it operates invisibly through computational infrastructures rather than
explicit interpersonal interactions, which renders domination less recognizable and, as a result, more
challenging to resist. Secondly, it operates on a structural level, simultaneously impacting millions of users
through automated systems of visibility management and recommendation. Third, it generates internalized
forms of self-regulation, as users adjust their self-presentation to anticipated algorithmic evaluation—as
evaluated by engagement statistics, shares, and likes—thereby voluntarily reproducing normative
expectations.

The analysis also illustrates how digital platforms exacerbate Beauvoir's concept of immanence.
Cycles of repetitive digital labor that approximate forms of constrained activity lacking genuine
transcendence are created by activities such as continuous self-branding, emotional labor in maintaining
online personas, and participation in the attention economy. Despite being presented as entrepreneurial
self-expression and empowerment, these practices often ensnare users in an endless cycle of emotional
performance and visibility maintenance. This condition is interpreted by the study as a form of “digital
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immanence,” in which constant activity does not necessarily result in existential liberation or creative self-
realization.

Another critical aspect of the analysis is cyber harassment and coordinated online attacks. The article
contends that digital hostility is an intensified manifestation of objectification, transforming women into
targets of collective aggression. This aggression is intended to stifle participation in public discourse, as
evidenced by contemporary research on online violence. The objectifying gaze is amplified by the
anonymity and scalability of online environments, resulting in a persistent and psychologically intrusive
experience of otherness. Beauvoir's observation that domination is not solely mediated by formal
institutions, but also by commonplace interactions that influence lived experience, is further substantiated
by these dynamics.

Simultaneously, the article challenges technological determinism. Digital environments are not
perceived as inherently oppressive; rather, they are contested spaces that are defined by both resistance
and domination. Digital platforms can facilitate collective transcendence by converting private
experiences of oppression into shared political narratives, as exemplified by feminist movements like
#MeToo. In the same vein, feminist digital art and forms of algorithmic subversion illustrate the potential
for reclaiming technological systems from within. The study, however, warns that platform logics
frequently absorb such acts of resistance, highlighting the tension between structural constraint and agency
in algorithmic societies.

The research’s emphasis on the cultural and geopolitical context is a significant contribution. This
study emphasizes the intricacy of non-Western experiences, particularly within the Iranian socio-cultural
environment, in contrast to the substantial body of existing literature on digital feminism, which is rooted
in Western liberal societies. In this context, digital platforms simultaneously replicate global algorithmic
norms and offer opportunities for navigating local social constraints. This dual condition complicates the
concept of otherness, as women may experience marginalization through global technological structures
while simultaneously exercising agency against local constraints. Consequently, the analysis underscores
the importance of intersectionality in comprehending the ways in which digital subjectivity is influenced
by political context, culture, and gender.

Conclusion

The article makes a dual theoretical contribution. Initially, it illustrates the ongoing relevance of
existentialist feminism in the context of contemporary technological transformations, illustrating that
Beauvoir's philosophical insights continue to possess substantial explanatory power in the era of
algorithmic governance and artificial intelligence. Secondly, it broadens feminist theory by introducing the
concept of algorithmic objectification as a bridge between existential philosophy and critical technology
studies. This conceptual innovation reframes digital inequality as a transformation of subject-object
relations, rather than a simply a matter of representation or access.

In a normative sense, the article concludes by advocating for the establishment of a digital
existentialist ethics that is based on critical engagement with algorithmic systems, responsibility, and
awareness. This ethics necessitates the development of “algorithmic awareness” as a contemporary
feminist agency, which allows individuals to acknowledge the role of technological infrastructures in the
formation of identity, desire, and social recognition. The study contends that liberation in the digital age
necessitates conscious participation that resists passive adaptation to algorithmic norms, rather than
withdrawal from technology.

Ultimately, the research indicates that digital technologies have not eliminated patriarchal authority;
rather, they have altered its mechanisms to become more diffuse and data-driven. The article offers a
philosophical framework for comprehending the necessity of rethinking freedom, responsibility, and
subjectivity in a world that is increasingly mediated by algorithmic systems by extending Beauvoir's
project into the digital era. The struggle for emancipation, therefore, remains unfinished as it is redirected
from the visible social hierarchies to the hidden architectures of code and data that discreetly organize
contemporary life.
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