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Housewifery was a well-established tradition in the common social consciousness of
Western societies, which was the result of a new concept of “work” in the capitalist
economic order of modern industrial societies. This article examines the macro-processes
that transformed perceptions of women's domestic work and analyzes historical and social
developments in Europe and the United States in the mid-twentieth century. Among the
most significant of these are the Second World War and the necessity of replacing male
workers who had departed for the war with women in industrial production; the expansion
of the welfare state in Western societies and the increase in employment in the service
sector; the growing participation of women in higher education and the expansion of the
middle class; and the emergence of new forms of work, such as part-time employment,
alongside technological advancements and the mass production of household appliances
that facilitated domestic work and increased women’s leisure time. In addition, the
imperatives of “light capitalism,” particularly the transformation of the definition of work
and the rise in part-time employment, the separation between the physical “place” of work
and the “presence” at work, and the changes in the architecture of houses that altered the
lifeworld of women in their daily lives, have also been identified as influential factors. The
representation of Housewifery as an ideology of “housebound domesticity” is a result of
these transformations. The article's theoretical framework is based on Berger and
Luckmann's phenomenological perspective on the processes by which social consciousness
is generated and institutionalized in women's lifeworld.
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). John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Y. Presidential Commission on the Status of Women



’f*"ﬁ}w‘:‘)w‘,’.&hﬁ.ﬁj‘jgga‘)}a‘wl_,ﬂjW}J‘)Jd)éiza \Wv

i 3 (F gho ool ol 40 Sdgd (v
plol (Jgd cleas 5 UKl 5l oslaiwl b 80,050l g hlew | cublye 9 (558 Cany « 5368 5l ()l puimed
5,5 o Oyme Simyd Janl edo |y 095 5 29 w85 |y plo 9 0 sl cded (Habermas, 2023: 217) s .
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