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Nowadays, economic development is not possible without women's economic
participation. Nevertheless, women in society face obstacles and challenges in terms of
economic participation. According to Statistical Center of lIran, the economic
participation rate of women in Iran is 13.3 percent. Meanwhile, in many developed
countries, nearly 50 percent of the economically active population is made up of
women. Furthermore, based on the latest statistics, Yazd province ranks second in terms
of female unemployment rate. Therefore, this research aimed at analyzing the barriers
to women's economic participation in Yazd province. Qualitative research method was
used in this study. The target population of the research was the selected groups
including senior and executive managers, human resources managers, business elites
and entrepreneurs, employers, specialists and human resources experts, students and
graduates in Yazd province. Sampling was purposeful and continued until reaching
theoretical saturation. Data collection tools included interviewing, observing, recording
data and recording audio or video. The interview question was: What are the barriers to
women's economic participation in Yazd province? To ensure the validity and
reliability of the data, the researcher used various methods during data collection, such
as reviewing documents, interviewing, taking photos and videos, and recording audio.
Coding was applied to analyze the data. The results showed that in the first step, 19
main concepts were extracted in open coding including "Ignoring the women's
abilities", "Limiting women's economic participation”, "Limiting women to housework
and childbearing duties”, "The existence of wrong culture regarding the women's
employment"”, "The existence of negative attitude towards women's employment",
"Traditional and reductionist attitude towards women", "The existence of a traditional
view of women's employment", "Gender attitudes in employment", "Successful global
experience of women's economic activity", "Women's employment only for the purpose
of exploiting”, "Lack of equal gender opportunities for employment”, "lgnoring
women's rights in economic fields", "The low level of women's employment in
managerial and administrative fields, "The low level of women's economic
participation”, "Women's conditional employment”, "Modernity in child rearing",
"Attitudinal changes caused by being in society", "Conflict between social and family
roles", "Failure to develop self-confidence and independence in women". In the second
step, axial coding was conducted and out of 19 concepts (open coding), 3 subcategories
were identified, including the attitude towards the role of women in the business
environment, the exploitation of women's labor force, and the individual, family and
cultural effects of women's employment. Finally, the paradigm model including causal
conditions, contextual conditions, consequences, intervening conditions and strategies
was depicted. According to the results, it was recommended that culturizing and
creating a positive attitude towards women's employment and economic participation
should be addressed through mass media. Furthermore, it is suggested that legislators
should eliminate gender discrimination in salaries and benefits as much as possible
through the amendment of laws.
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